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a prime or subcontract to be awarded
as a result, or in furtherance of any
other provision of Federal law that spe-
cifically references Section 8(d) of the
Small Business Act for a definition of
program eligibility, the SBA may take
action as specified in Section 16(d) of
the Act. If the SBA declines to take ac-
tion, the agency may initiate the proc-
ess. The SBA’s regulations on penalties
for misrepresentations and false state-
ments are contained in 13 CFR 124.6.

[48 FR 42240, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 55
FR 3882, Feb. 5, 1990; 60 FR 48261, Sept. 18,
1995; 62 FR 236, Jan. 2, 1997; 63 FR 70268, Dec.
18, 1998; 656 FR 60545, Oct. 11, 2000]

19.302 Protesting a small business rep-
resentation.

(a) An offeror, the SBA, or another
interested party may protest the small
business representation of an offeror in
a specific offer. However, for competi-
tive 8(a) contracts, the filing of a pro-
test is limited to an offeror, the con-
tracting officer, or the SBA.

(b) Any time after offers are opened,
the contracting officer may question
the small business representation of
any offeror in a specific offer by filing
a contracting officer’s protest (see
paragraph (c) below).

(c)(1) Any contracting officer who re-
ceives a protest, whether timely or not,
or who, as the contracting officer,
wishes to protest the small business
representation of an offeror, shall
promptly forward the protest to the
SBA Government Contracting Area Of-
fice for the geographical area where
the principal office of the concern in
question is located.

(2) The protest, or confirmation if the
protest was initiated orally, shall be in
writing and shall contain the basis for
the protest with specific, detailed evi-
dence to support the allegation that
the offeror is not small. The SBA will
dismiss any protest that does not con-
tain specific grounds for the protest.

(d) In order to affect a specific solici-
tation, a protest must be timely. SBA’s
regulations on timeliness are contained
in 13 CFR 121.1004. SBA’s regulations
on timeliness related to protests of dis-
advantaged status are contained in 13
CFR 124, Subpart B.

(1) To be timely, a protest by any
concern or other interested party must

19.302

be received by the contracting officer
(see (i) and (ii) of this section by the
close of business of the 5th business
day after bid opening (in sealed bid ac-
quisitions) or receipt of the special no-
tification from the contracting officer
that identifies the apparently success-
ful offeror (in negotiated acquisitions)
(see 15.503(a)(2)).

(i) A protest may be made orally if it
is confirmed in writing either within
the b5-day period or by letter post-
marked no later than 1 business day
after the oral protest.

(ii) A protest may be made in writing
if it is delivered to the contracting offi-
cer by hand, telegram, or letter within
the 5-day period.

(2) A contracting officer’s protest is
always considered timely whether filed
before or after award.

(3) A protest under a Multiple Award
Schedule will be timely if received by
SBA at any time prior to the expira-
tion of the contract period, including
renewals.

(e) Upon receipt of a protest from or
forwarded by the Contracting Office,
the SBA will—

(1) Notify the contracting officer and
the protester of the date it was re-
ceived, and that the size of the concern
being challenged is under consideration
by the SBA; and

(2) Furnish to the concern whose rep-
resentation is being protested a copy of
the protest and a blank SBA Form 355,
Application for Small Business Deter-
mination, by certified mail, return re-
ceipt requested.

(f) Within 3 business days after re-
ceiving a copy of the protest and the
form, the challenged offeror must file
with the SBA a completed SBA Form
355 and a statement answering the alle-
gations in the protest, and furnish evi-
dence to support its position. If the of-
feror does not submit the required ma-
terial within the 3 business days or an-
other period of time granted by the
SBA, the SBA may assume that the
disclosure would be contrary to the
offeror’s interests.

(2)(1) Within 10 business days after
receiving a protest, the challenged
offeror’s response, and other pertinent
information, the SBA will determine
the size status of the challenged con-
cern and notify the contracting officer,
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the protester, and the challenged offer-
or of its decision by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested.

(2) The SBA Government Contracting
Area Director, or designee, will deter-
mine the small business status of the
questioned bidder or offeror and notify
the contracting officer and the bidder
or offeror of the determination. Award
may be made on the basis of that deter-
mination. This determination is final
unless it is appealed in accordance with
paragraph (i) of this section, and the
contracting officer is notified of the
appeal before award. If an award was
made before the time the contracting
officer received notice of the appeal,
the contract shall be presumed to be
valid.

(h)(1) After receiving a protest in-
volving an offeror being considered for
award, the contracting officer shall not
award the contract until (i) the SBA
has made a size determination or (ii) 10
business days have expired since SBA’s
receipt of a protest, whichever occurs
first; however, award shall not be with-
held when the contracting officer de-
termines in writing that an award
must be made to protect the public in-
terest.

(2) After the 10-day period has ex-
pired, the contracting officer may,
when practical, continue to withhold
award until the SBA’s determination is
received, unless further delay would be
disadvantageous to the Government.

(3) Whenever an award is made before
the receipt of SBA’s size determina-
tion, the contracting officer shall no-
tify SBA that the award has been
made.

(4) If a protest is received that chal-
lenges the small business status of an
offeror not being considered for award,
the contracting officer is not required
to suspend contract action. The con-
tracting officer shall forward the pro-
test to the SBA (see paragraph (c)(1) of
this section) with a notation that the
concern is not being considered for
award, and shall notify the protester of
this action.

(i) An appeal from an SBA size deter-
mination may be filed by: any concern
or other interested party whose protest
of the small business representation of
another concern has been denied by an
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SBA Government Contracting Area Di-
rector; any concern or other interested
party that has been adversely affected
by a Government Contracting Area Di-
rector’s decision; or the SBA Associate
Administrator for the SBA program in-
volved. The appeal must be filed with
the—

Office of Hearings and Appeals, Small
Business Administration, Suite 5900,
409 3rd Street, SW., Washington, DC
20416

within the time limits and in strict ac-
cordance with the procedures con-
tained in subpart C of 13 CFR Part 134.
It is within the discretion of the SBA
Judge whether to accept an appeal
from a size determination. If the Judge
decides not to consider such an appeal,
the Judge will issue an order denying
review and specifying the reasons for
the decision. The SBA will inform the
contracting officer of its ruling on the
appeal. The SBA decision, if received
before award, will apply to the pending
acquisition. SBA rulings received after
award shall not apply to that acquisi-
tion.

(j) A protest that is not timely, even
though received before award, shall be
forwarded to the SBA Government
Contracting Area Office (see paragraph
(c)(1) of this section), with a notation
on it that the protest is not timely.
The protester shall be notified that the
protest cannot be considered on the in-
stant acquisition but has been referred
to SBA for its consideration in any fu-
ture actions. A protest received by a
contracting officer after award of a
contract shall be forwarded to the SBA
Government Contracting Area Office
with a notation that award has been
made. The protester shall be notified
that the award has been made and that
the protest has been forwarded to SBA
for its consideration in future actions.

[48 FR 42240, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50
FR 1743, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23,
1985; 51 FR 2664, Jan. 17, 1986; 60 FR 42656,
Aug. 16, 1995; 61 FR 69289, Dec. 31, 1996; 62 FR
44820, Aug. 22, 1997; 62 FR 51270, Sept. 30, 1997;
63 FR 9053, 9055, Feb. 23, 1998; 63 FR 35722,
June 30, 1998; 64 FR 32743, June 17, 1999; 67 FR
13054, Mar. 20, 2002]
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